
	
	

	

THE	“4	QUALITIES”	OF	BLUES	LICKS	

The “4 Qualities” Of Blues Licks 
 
 
The 4 Qualities of blues licks are: 

1. When they start. On what beat do the licks start, specifically. 
2. When the end. Again, on what beat do they end. Pay attention to 

when the last note is struck vs. how long the last note is held. 
3. What chord(s) is the lick used over? 
4. What scale(s) and pattern(s) does the lick use? The scale is musical 

(like A minor blues scale,) the pattern is guitar specific (like box 
2.) 

 
Lick 1: 

 
 
When does it start? _________________________________ 
 
 
When does it end? _________________________________ 
 
 
What chords is it being used over? ______________________________________ 
 
 
What scale(s) and pattern(s) does it use? _________________________________ 
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Lick 2: 

 
 
When does it start? _________________________________ 
 
 
When does it end? _________________________________ 
 
 
What chords is it being used over? ______________________________________ 
 
 
What scale(s) and pattern(s) does it use? _________________________________ 
 
Lick 3: 

 
 
When does it start? _________________________________ 
 
 
When does it end? _________________________________ 
 
 
What chords is it being used over? ______________________________________ 
 
 
What scale(s) and pattern(s) does it use? _________________________________ 


